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To  THE  Clkrgy,   Kkligioi  s  Oudkks  and  Laity  of  thk 
DiocKSK  : 

Hkalth  and  Iiknkdiction  in  thi    Loud. 

Dkarly  Bklovkp  : 

No  one  can  road  the  New  Testament,  thoughtfully,  without 
being  struck  by  the  importance  which  the  sacred  writers  attach 
to  Faith,  and  by  the  emphasis  with  which  they  declare  it 
necessary  to  salvation.  There,  are  frequently  found  such 
unqualified  assertions  as  these:  "This  is  the  victory  which 
overcometh  the  world,  our  faith:"— I  John  V,  4;  "My  just  man 

liveth  by  faith But  we  arc  not  the  children  of  withdrawing 

unto  perdition,  but  of  faith  to  the  saving  of  the  soul:"— Hebr. 
X,  3S,  .30;  "He  that  believeth  not  shall  be  condemned:"  — 
Mark  XVI,  Ki.  These  and  numberless  other  such  texts  manifest 
the  importance  and  necessity  of  faith  without  any  ambiguity; 
and  yet  there  is  confusion  almost  without  measure  in  the 
world  in  regard  to  faith,  as  is  evidenced  by  above  two  hundred 
sects  of  professing  Christians  outside  the  Church,  and  the 
attempted  inroads  of  Modernism  within  her  pale.  To  be  fore- 
warned is  to  be  forearmed;  and  it  behooveth  us  to  be  on  our 
guard  lest  we  be  overwhelmed  in  the  widespread  confusion  of 
religious  indifiference,  naturalism,  rationalism,  socialism,  agnos- 
ticism and  atheism,  and  thereby  suffer  shipwreck  of  the  faith. 

It  will  be  of  much  advantage  and  edification  to  have  a  clear 
idea  of  what  faith  was  in  the  time  of  the  Apostles,  for  it  cannot 
be  different  now  without  abandoning  its  principles.  It  is  not 
to  be  forgotten  that  the  New  Testament  was  not  yet  written 


in  the  early  years  of  apostolic  teaching,  and  the  Bible,  as  we 
have  it  in  our  clay,  was  a  future  work  for  the  Church's  zeal. 
Now,  look  at  the  A{)ostle»  preaching  to  the  people,  anti  making 
converts  without  numl)er,  l)cfore  one  word  of  the  Gospel  is 
written.  What  are  they  teaching?  They  teach  that  Christ  is 
the  Son  of  G<xl,  that  He  was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  that 
He  died  to  redeem  the  world,  arose,  commissioned  His  Church 
to  complete  His  work,  ascended  into  Heaven,  will  come  again 
to  judge  mankind,  aiul  to  reward  the  good  and  punish  the 
wicked.  Now,  it  is  worthy  of  observation,  the  world  could  not 
see  or  prove  these  things  either  with  the  eye  or  reason;  but  as 
many  as  were  converted  gave  assent,  decided  and  irrevocable, 
to  the  truths  thus  revealed  on  the  living  authority  of  an  Apostle, 
as  a  messenger  from  God.  No  one  questions,  no  one  can  ques- 
tion this,  as  the  true  expression  of  Christian  faith  in  the  days 
of  primitive  Christianity, — faith  was  the  submission  of  reason 
to  a  living  authority.  Men  were  attracted  somewhat  by 
apostolic  fame;  and,  as  Moses,  when  he  saw  the  burning  bush, 
turned  aside  to  see  "that  great  sight,"  they  remained  to  believe 
and  adore.  If  they  hesitated,  waited  for  more  light  or  further 
proof,  it  was  a  sign  that  they  did  not  think  the  Apostles  were 
sent  from  God  to  reveal  His  will,  that,  consequently,  they  had 
no  true  faith  at  all. 

That  great  luminary,  the  Teacher  of  the  nations  and  the 
vessel  of  election  to  our  Divine  Lord,  St.  Paul,  tells  us  this 
same  truth  in  his  inimitable  and  inspired  language:  "We  give 
thanks  to  God  without  ceasing,  because  that  when  you  had 
received  of  us  the  word  of  the  hearing  of  God,  you  received  it, 
not  as  the  word  of  men,  but  (as  it  is  indeed)  the  word  of  God." — 
Thess.  II,  13.  Christ  Himself  said  the  same  thing  in  terms 
different  but  just  as  direct:  "He  that  heareth  you,  heareth  me, 
and  he  that  despiseth  you,  despiseth  me;  and  he  that  despiseth 
me,  despiseth  Him  that  sent  me." —  Luke  X,  Ifi.  Many  other 
passages  could  be  adduced  which,  with  these,  all  go  to  prove 
that  God  sent,  and  will  continue  to  send,  messengers  or  ambassa- 
dors unto  the  end  of  the  world;  that  He  commits  His  word  to 
them  to  be  spoken  by  them,  but  wills  the  world  to  receive  it 


not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  as  the  word  of  God;  that,  con- 
sequently, faith  was,  in  primitive  Christianity,  and  is  today, 
a  decided  and  unwavering  assent  to  revealed  truth  as  proposed 
by  a  living  authority.  Hear  again  the  Apostle  of  the  nations: 
"Though  we,  or  an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  a  ^'ospel  to  you 
besides  that  which  we  have  preached  to  you,  let  him  be 
anathema."—  Gal.  I,  8.  Did  not  St.  Paul  anticipate  ali  varia- 
tions from  true  aposi  'ii;  faith,  and  stamp  them  with  a  maledic- 
tion that  would  seem  reactionary  in  modern  tim.  ven  if 
uttered  by  an  inspired  Apostle? 

Our  first  quotation  from  the  Eible  was  from  the  most 
exalted  of  the  sacred  writers,  and  it  predicted  wonderful  works 
L  the  faith  as  understood  in  apostolic  times:  "This  is  the 
victory  which  overcometh  the  world,  our  faith." —  1  John  V,  4. 
It  would  not  be  hard  to  adduce  many  instances  to  show  how 
truly  prophetic  was  St.  John  in  this  sublime  announcement, 
and  how  marvellous  was  the  progress  of  the  Faith  as  shown  in 
Christian  civilization,  upreared  on  the  crumbling  paganism 
of  ancient  Rome  and  the  barbarism  of  northern  Europe.  The 
Lite  distingujsiied  English  statesman,  Mr.  Gladstone,  speaking 
of  Christianity,  and  therefore  of  the  faith  that  inspires  it,  says, 
"it  has  marched  for  fifteen  hundred  years  at  the  head  of  human 
civilization,  and  has  driven,  harnessed  to  its  chariot  as  the 
horses  of  a  triumphal  car,  the  chief  intellectual  and  material 
forces  of  the  world."  All  history  testifies  to  the  truth  of  this 
profound  reflection  of  the  great  statesman.  Christianity  is  a 
tremendous,  though  mysterious,  fact  in  human  history;  and, 
from  its  inception,  has  not  ceased  to  exercist  m  i.ncalculable 
influence  on  religion,  science,  art,  literaf  re,  sotial  life,  jwlitics, 
human  joys,  sorrows,  and  progress.  Tf  unbelii  r  ma  leny 
this:  his  denial  but  shows  his  in(..ipaci'  to  grasp  the  p 
of  history.  Instances  might  easily  be  multiplied  illu 
how  Christianity  formed  not  only  the  Christian  s  ■ 
Christian  citizen,  the  Christian  statesman,  the  Christia 
and  the  Christian  philanthropist;  and  all  this  it  hab 
making  its  doctrines  and  dogmas  the  basis  and  moci\  m. 

which  the  superstructure  of  Christian  civilization   wat        si; 
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but  the  limits  of  this  letter  eonfine  us  to  one  or  twu,  to  which 
the  conditions  of  our  times  demand  more  urgent  attention. 

Our  IcKislation  for  the  i)rotection  of  child-life  in  this  au  .try 
in  contrast  with  that  of  .imient  classical  (ireecc  or  Rome,  affords 
a  strikinK  illustration  of  the  difference  IwtAeen  Christian  and 
PaRan  civilization.  We  protect  the  life  of  the  child  as  any 
other  human  life;  for,  according  to  Christian  (Ux'trine,  that 
lifeisa  soul  liial  r.ime  from  the  hands  of  the  eternal  Cio  ..ami  will 
return  to  Him  to  live  forever.  Though  the  body  he  deformed, 
coming  from  parents  perhaps  deformed,  the  spirit  that  animates 
it  is  the  handiwork  of  the  Most  High,  and  therefore  to  kill  the 
child  is  a  capital  offence,  the  crime  of  murder  m  the  sigh:  of  (i(Kl, 
whether  the  crime  hv  committed  before,  or  afi  r,  the  c'-ild's 
birth;  for,  there,  was  jiresent  a  soul  of  priceless  value  The 
unbeliever  may  deny  this,  and  will  try  to  make  rimkI  his  denial. 
Should  he  succeed,  his  success  would  be  a  tremendous  stride 
back  to  pagan  civilization.  Now,  let  us  see  what  value  the 
pagans  put  on  the  life  of  a  child. 

F'rom  their  very  best  men  and  authorities,  we  learn  facts 
that  make  us  shudder  at  their  worse  than  the  l)rute's  treatment 
of  its  young.  They  were  confreres  in  our  humanity,  human 
hearts  just  like  ours  beat  in  their  bosoms;  yet  so  refined  and 
tender  have  ours  become,  through  the  principle  of  faitli,  that 
we  shudder  at  the  mere  narration  of  their  horrible  treatment 
of  children.  F"rom  no  less  an  authority  than  Aristotle,  we  learn 
that  it  was  a  common  practice  of  his  day,  it  was  a  jiublic,  legalized 
act,  for  parents  to  expose  their  children  to  death.  Lycurgus 
claimed  the  children  as  the  property  of  the  state;  and  one  of  his 
laws  commanded  that  all  children  born  with  any  deformity, 
should  immediately  be  put  to  death.  The  result  of  such  laws 
and  customs  was,  that  parents  treated  their  children  just  as 
men  do  their  new-born  whelps:  they  kept  as  many  as  they 
pleased,  and  sold  or  killed  the  others.  In  this  state  of  the 
world,  a  voice  is  heard  in  an  insignificant  village  of  a  newly- 
conquered  province  in  the  far  distant  East.  The  sound  is  faint, 
it  is  the  plaintive  cry  of  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem;  but  it  is  not 
to  be  stilled  until,  penetrating  the  highest  heaven,  it  has  uttered 


its  undying  prott-st  liefore  the  throne  oJ  r:'al  Justice,  a(;ainst 
the  barharuuH  murder  of  children.  It  was  the  Divinity  clothed 
with  childho<xl,  to  proclaim  its  sanctity  and  to  protect  childron 
from  ruthless  .iauK''tir  That  thi  divine  protest  still  obtains, 
is  shown  by  our  ov     Christian  legislation  a^^ainst  infanticide. 

From  the  child,  it  is  but  a  natural  step  to  the  consideration 
of  the  state  of  woman  under  similar  influences.  T.)  rc-oKnize 
what  Faith  has  done  for  her  eniancipation  and  elevation,  how 
it  has  overcome  the  world  for  her,  we  have  but  to  recall  her 
condition  in  paRan  times,  or  to  IcKjk  at  it  tcxIayamonR  the  nations 
little  inrtuenred  by  Christianity.  In  those  times  and  among  those 
nations,  the  condition  of  women  was  and  is  such  as  to  make  us 
shudder,  who  so  love  an?'  ,>cct  our  mothers,  and  our  sisters, 
and  our  wives.    We  ha*  own  philosophers  and  historians 

Ixjaring  witness  that,e\  .  their  most  cultured  times,  divorces 
were  of  frefjuent,  in  larger  cities  of  almost  daily,  occurrence;  and 
they  attracted  no  attention.  One  woman  is  mentioned  in  a 
reliable  history  (Juvenal),  who  divorced  eight  husbands  in  five 
months!  One  of  the  most  illustrious  of  the  pag..n  philosophers, 
somet'mes  called  the  "divine"  Plato,  actually  and  shamelessly 
advocated  a  community  of  wives,  that  the  children  might  belong 
more  exclusively  to  the  State.  Polygamy,  simultaneous  or 
successive,  was  a  matter  of  course,  and  excited  no  comment. 
To  what  a  state  of  degradation  had  woman,  created  purer  than 
man,  fallen!  Thus  was  ilie  world  at  its  worst,  and  woman's 
slavery  at  its  perfection,  when  there  stood,  in  the  stable  at  F^'^thle- 
hem,  -voman  whose  arms  became  the  throne  of  the  eternal 
God,  new-born  King,  come  to  introduce  a  new  civilization, — 
to  fre.    und  exalt  womanhood. 

The  first  among  the  redeemed  was  His  spotless  Mother. 
M^arj  could  stand  in  the  lowly  stable,  the  representative  of 
emancipated  womanhood,  and  proclaim  in  her  sublime  Canticle 
the  great  things  God  did  for  her,  and  through  her  for  the  rest 
of  her  sex:  "My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord.  .  .  .  Because  He 
that  is  mighty  hath  done  great  things  to  me:  and  holy  is  Hii. 
name." — Lttke  I,  46,  49.  The  Church  at  once  attacked  poly- 
gamy,   both    simultaneous   and,   equally   criminal,    successive; 


and  she  has  never  ceased,  and  never  will  cease,  to  wage  war 
upon  it  as  the  destroyer  of  woman's  dignity  and  freedom.  This 
freedom  was  won,  and  can  be  retained  only  by  adhesion  to  that 
principle  of  faith  which,  for  woman,  is  the  greatest  principle 
of  Christian  civilization. —  that  the  marriage  tie  is  indissoluble: 
"What  therefore  God  hath  joined  together,  let  no  man  put 
asunder." —  Matt.  XIX,  (i.  By  submitting  to  modern  paganism 
which  ignores  the  Christian  religion,  woman  must  in  time  lose 
the  dignity  and  freedom  she  now  possesses,  and  return  to  the 
condition  from  which  she  was  emancipated.  Human  nature 
has  not  changed,  human  passions  have  not  been  extinguished. 
Their  entire  suppression  is  the  only  wise  course;  and  the  Church, 
speaking  and  acting  for  Christ,  has  never  sanctioned  their 
partial  indulgence  by  countenancing  marriage  after  divorce, 
but  has  always  legislated  against  the  very  possibility  of  such 
an  evil.  Ma>  the  world  soon  recognize  the  wisdom  of  the  old 
Church  in  her  struggle  for  the  indissolubility  of  the  marriage 
tie,  in  her  efforts  to  save  woman  from  a  relapse  into  her  moral 
degradation  under  pagai/  m! 

What    Faith    has    done    for    childhood    and    womanhood, 
Christianity  has  done  in  quite  an  equal  degree  for  two  other 

great    classes    of    suffering    humanity prisoners    and    slaves. 

It  is  painful  to  rehearse  the  tortures  of  the  common  dungeons 
of  pagan  civilization  even  at  its  highest  culture,  the  gladiatorial 
contests  in  which  even  brother  was  forced  to  slaughter  brother 
for  the  amusement  of  cultured  men  and  society  women,  and  the 
scourgings  unto  death  of  poor  slaves  at  the  hands  of  inhuman 
masters.  These  were  common  features  of  prevailing  civiliza- 
tion, when  a  Prisoner  stood  before  Pilate  in  his  judgment  hall  at 
Jerusalem.  He  was  bound,  and  He  was  scourged;  but,  by  His 
death,  He  introduced  the  new  civilization  that  has  ever  since 
demanded  fair  treatment  for  prisoners  and  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  He  taught  that  the  prisoner,  and  the  slave,  and  the 
outcast,  are  possessed  of  souls  that  will  live  on  after  the  last 
echoes  of  the  world,  crumbling  to  dissolution,  shall  have  died 
out — souls  that  will  live  forever.  Again,  Christianity  teaches 
that  all  these  unfortunates  partake  of  the  nature  that  the  Deity 
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assumed  in  the  Incarnation,  and  are  therefore  brothers  to  the 
Son  of  God.  As  these  Christian  principles  gradually  permeated 
the  nations,  the  new  civilization  began  its  beneficent  influence 
for  the  comfort  of  these  afflicted  members  of  the  human  family. 
Many  other  instances  might  be  adduced;  but  enough  has  been 
said  to  show  that  St.  John  spoke  truly  as  a  prophet,  when  he 
declared;  "This  is  the  victory  which  overcometh  the  world,  our 
faith." 

It  is  worth  while  to  recall  now  what  we  have  said  of  the 
nature  of  faith,  to  try  to  understand  it  better;  since  we  see  its 
importance,  nay,  even  its  necessity,  to  civilization,  and  con- 
sequently, to  human  happiness  as  well  as  to  eternal  salvation. 
We  have  defined  it  as  an  assent  of  the  mind,  firm,  decided  and 
irrevocable,  to  revealed  truth,  on  a  living  authority.  That  is 
what  it  was  in  the  Apostles'  time,  and  it  cannot  be  anything 
else  now,  and  still  be  faith.  It  is  not  fancy,  imagination,  senti- 
ment, or  opinion:  but,  to  be  faith,  it  must  be  a  firm  belief  or 
unwavering  acceptance  of  truth  on  authority.  Everyone 
knows  we  can  be  just  as  sure  of  a  thing  on  authority  as  by 
personal  investigation.  Our  ordinary  citizen  is  as  sure  that  there 
is  such  a  place  as  London,  as  if  he  had  the  advantage  of  a  visit  to 
that  great  metropolis  of  the  world.  We  also  accept  the  demon- 
strations of  the  asti'onomers  and  mathematicians,  that  have 
gone  before  us,  with  the  same  assurance  as  if  we  had  gone  through 
the  process  ourselves.  These  are  two  legitimate  ways  of  ascer- 
taining facts, —  personal  investigation  and  authority. 

Nothing  is  further  from  the  truth,  than  to  suppose  that  we 
believe  without  sufficient  or  reasonable  grounds.  It  is  not 
enough  to  have  sentiment  and  feeling  favourable  to  the  doctrine 
taught.  While  these  may  accompany  and  follow  faith,  they 
are  so  far  from  constituting  it,  that  they  are  not  even  necessary 
for  it.  Human  intelligence  must  be  brought  into  action  to 
ascertain  that  God  has  spoken;  then,  without  pretending  to 
understand  all  about  the  truth  divinely  revealed,  the  will  is 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  mind,  and  obliges  it  to  accept  the  truth, 
because  God  has  made  it  known.  This  brings  our  attention 
to  a   fact  not   always  recognized, —  faith   is  a  moral,  as  well 
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as  an  intellectual  act.  One's  experience  need  not  be  very 
large  to  note  that  there  are  persons  who  believe  with  all  their 
mind,  but  refuse  to  accept  and  embrace  the  truth  with  their 
will.  Here  may  be  noted  a  striking  point  of  difference  between 
human  knowledge  and  divine  faith.  In  the  former,  the  mind 
simply  believes  and  accepts  the  truth  demonstrated;  in  the 
case  of  faith,  it  is  not  only  the  mind  that  acts  in  accepting  the 
truth  revealed,  but  the  will  takes  it  as  a  favour  from  God,  that 
such  ;i  doctrine  was  revealed  for  its  advantage  as  well  as  for 
the  benefit  of  the  world;  and,  therefore  accepting  it  a^  a  duty, 
it  loves  and  embraces  it. 

It  is  not  hard  to  see  that  grace  from  God  is  necessary  to 
perform  an  act,  such  as  we  have  been  describing.  Both  the  gift 
of  faith  and  its  exercise  in  act  and  habit,  are  the  effects  of  divine 
grace.  This  grace,  however,  is  never  refused  to  any  man, 
who  makes  use  of  the  means  to  obtain  it.  These  means  are 
fidelity  in  conscience  to  the  light  that  he  hps  and  to  the  duty 
of  prayer  to  God  to  know  His  truth  and  will.  By  the  honest 
practice  of  these  means,  within  the  reach  of  every  man,  sooner 
or  later  grace  will  come;  and  the  faithfi  '  soul,  grasping  the 
fulness  of  divine  revelation,  makes  its  pufect  act  of  faith  in 
prophecy  and  in  its  fulfilment,  "  I  believe;"  and  then,  "a  flood  of 
light  bursts  around  it  not  less,  but  grccUer,  than  that  which 
flashed  into  existence  when  the  fiat  of  omnipotence  first  broke 
the  silence  of  eternity." 

This  is  the  light  of  faith, —  the  result  of  the  grace  of  God 
enlightening  the  mind  and  moving  the  heart,  and  the  good 
will  of  man  co-operating  with  the  divine  action.  It  is  this  faith, 
"by  which  my  just  man  liveth,"  which  renders  all  the  individ- 
ual's efforts  worthy  of  reward,  and  which  supplies  the  motive 
for  all  the  great  works  of  Christian  civilization.  We  have  seen 
its  doctrines  underlying  the  two  greatest  features  of  our  civiliza- 
tion—  our  treatment  of  children  and  women,  the  very  essence 
of  family  life,  and  therefore  the  very  synthesis  of  national  life, — 
and,  if  we  choose  to  continue  our  analysis,  we  will  find  like  dogmas 
under  its  every  other  great  work. 


As  we  desire  our  personal  sanctification,  and  as  we  desire  with 
almost  equal  ardour  a  continuance  of  our  Christian  civilization, 
it  behooveth  us  above  all  things  to  cultivate  our  faith,  ^o  increase 
it;  for,  "without  faith,"  says  St.  Paul,  "it  is  impossible  to  please 
God."  By  thus  increasing  and  practising  our  faith,  we  will 
save  our  souls,  and  leave  the  world  the  better  because  we 
have  lived  in  it. 

Attention  is  again  invited  to  the  late  fervent  exhortation 
of  the  Holy  Father  to  the  practice  of  daily  Communion,  by 
which  we  partake  of  "the  mystery  of  faith,"  eat  the  Bread, 
to  which  the  Divine  Master  attaches  everlasting  life:  "I  am 
the  living  bread.  ...  If  any  man  eat  of  this  bread,  he  shall  live 
forever;  and  the  bread  that  I  will  give,  is  My  flesh  for  the  life 
of  the  world."— yo/;«    VI,  51,  52. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  Pontiff  has  recently  settled  all  doubts 
with  regard  to  the  age  at  which  children  are  to  I  admitted 
to  their  First  Communion,  and  the  knowledge  required  for  so 
great  an  occasion.  They  are  to  know  intelligently  the  existence 
of  God,  their  Creator  and  last  end.  His  Unity  and  Trinity,  the 
Incarnation,  Death  and  Resurrection  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 
Then  it  is  necessary  that  the  little  ones  be  able  to  distinguish 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  from  common  bread.  All  this  is  a  simpler 
process  than,  perhaps,  we  have  been  accustomed  to  believe. 
Parents  and  guardians  are  exhorted  to  co-operate  with  the 
Reverend  Clergy  in  so  preparing  the  children  by  instruction 
and  prayer,  that  all  may  be  able  to  make  their  First  Communion 
by  Trinity  Sundry.  The  strong  words  of  Cardinal  Gennari 
are  worthy  of  attention:  "This  decree  is  not  one  of  counsel, 
but  of  precept:  not  indeed  a  precept  binding  under  venial,  but 
under  mortal  sin." 

You  are  likewise,  doubtless,  aware  of  the  very  great  strain 
put  upon  our  co-religionists  in  the  Northwest  through  the 
influx  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Ruthenian  Catholics, 
without  priest  or  physician  to  attend  to  their  spiritual  or  cor- 
poral wants.  The  Archbishop  of  St.  Boniface  and  his  suffragan 
Bishops  of  the  neighbouring  dioceses,  had  burdens  heavy  enough 
already  in  serving  their  own  people;    we  can  easily  imagine 
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how  this  new  and  vast  multitude  of  strangers  make  their  burdens 
greater  than  they  can  bear  alone.  It  was,  therefore,  the 
ardent  desire  of  the  Fathers  of  the  First  Plenary  Council  of 
Quebec,  that  we  should  all  lend  a  helping  hand.  Your  charity 
is  so  well  known  that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  on 
the  matter  now;  but  the  Reverend  Clergy  are  requested  to  make 
a  fervent  appeal  for  this  crying  need  the  second  Sunday  of 
May  next,  and  take  up  a  collection  the  following  Sunday,  May 
21;  and  as  soon  as  convenient  afterwards  to  forward  it  here, 
that  it  may  all  be  sent  to  the  aid  of  our  severely  tried  bretliren 
in  the  West.  The  hope  is  cherished  that  the  offerings  will  be 
generous  for  so  worthy  ar  object. 

The  regulations  for  Lent  will  be  the  same  as  last  year. 

A  spirit  of  generosity  in  self-denial  and  fervent  prayer,  should 
animate  us  all  during  the  Holy  Season;  and  all  are  earnestly 
exhorted  to  abstain  in  a  spirit  of  penance  from  unnecessary 
pleasures  and  intoxicating  I'quor. 

The  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  be  with  you  all,  Brethren. 

This  Pastoral  shall  be  read  in  e\ery  Church  of  the  diocese 
on  the  first  Sunday  after  its  reception  that  the  Pastor  shall 
officiate  therein. 


fT.   CASEY, 

Bishop  of  Saint  John. 


A.   W.   ME  A  HAN, 

Secretary. 


Given  at  Saint  John,   the    Feast  of  Saint  Cyril, 
February  20,  191 1. 
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